30()          KNC5MSH    VOYAOKS   TO   TIIK   CARIBBEAN

Document No. gg1
I Pedro  Alvarox  de  Rtics^a,  interrogatory  presented at
Havana, April '->(>, 1594 and depositions]
(p. 4) . . , VIII. If they know that in the year one thousand five
hundred and ninety one, His Majesty having ordered Diego de la
Ribrra, captain general of the Mainland fleet, at the time in this
harbour, to go with his armada and the galleys to Cape San Antonio
to meet the New Spain fleet because many enemy ships were lying
in wait for it, being at Cape San Antonio after General Diego de la
Ribera had returned to Havana with his armada, the galleys fought
certain English ships they had discovered; on which occasion Cap-
tain Pedro Alvarez with his galley conducted himself very creditably,
like a good soldier, and has done the same on many other occasions
in which he has (bund himself. Let the witnesses state what they
know and saw.
IX, If they know that in the year one thousand five hundred and
ninety two, in the month of May, an enemy squadron consisting of
at least fourteen or sixteen sails being oil this port, by order of Camp-
master Juan dc Texeda, then governor and captain general of this
island, Captain Pantoxa and the galleys went out against the enemy,
on which occasion Captain Pedro Alvarez (p. 5) and his galley
fought with the enemy and played his artillery on the enemy, who
returned the fire, and gave good evidence of personal bravery. Let
the witnesses state what they know and saw of this matter ... (p.
i9)...
,.. Lazaro Luis Yranco, sargento mayor... (p. 20)...
IX. In reply to the ninth question . . . stated that... by order of
Campmaster Juan de Texeda he went by land to the relief of a ship
coming up from Honduras which was being chased by nine English
vessels. The two galleys constituting this island's coast patrol also
went out for the same purpose and deponent had them under
constant observation because his orders from the campmaster were
if he should see them in difficulties to embark with his men in the
galleys' boats and go to their support. These nine enemy ships kept
within artillery range and from a very short distance exchanged fire
with the galleys. As the latter were sailing in among the enemy
*A. de /,, 54-2-6, Santo Domingo 128. Various documents sewed together,
among them an informacidn, services of Captain Alvarez de Ruesga who wanted the
post of warden of Punta Castle.